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Friday, December 12 

5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 

Invite your friends and neighbors to join 
you in your church home as we open our 
doors to the community. 
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5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
(Celebration Hall) 

*Members are asked to bring a dessert to share 
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6:15 to 7:45 p.m. 
(Fellowship Hall and Gathering Room) 
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7:00 to 7:45 p.m.  
(Celebration Hall) 

 
���������������������!�����������������������������!�����������������������������!�����������������������������!��������� ���

7:45 to 8:30 p.m. 
(Celebration Hall) 

 
This will be a relaxed fellowship event 
in the midst of the busy holiday season. 
Enjoy a good meal and sit and listen to 
music or after eating go and create 
Christmas decorations for your home.  
The crafts have been designed for every-
one to enjoy from preschoolers to more 
senior guests.  At the close of the  
evening we will gather together for a 
time of carol singing and sharing of  
desserts. 
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“O Little Town of Bethlehem,” “What Child is This?,” 

“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear,” and “Joy to the World” are 
just a few of the Carols of Christmas we enjoy every year at 
this time.  For the next several weeks we’ll hear these tunes 
played in shopping malls and on our car radios.  While these 
carols stir up warm holiday feelings, they are also rich in     
theological significance.   Like rays of light refracting off a   
precious gem, these songs tell the story of God’s earthly         
invasion from a different angle.  
 Each of the four Sundays of Advent we will consider 
one of these Carols of Christmas.  We will ponder the story of 
old they retell and examine their contemporary significance for 
our lives today.  I invite you to join us for worship throughout 
December.  This may even be the perfect opportunity to invite 
an unchurched friend or neighbor to attend worship with you.  

I am confident your heart will be stirred and blessed for 
the coming of our manger king as you join us for this Advent 
series. 

 
Expecting the Birth, 
 
 
 
Steve 
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The Gift of Giving gifts for the Interfaith Caring Minis-
tries Christmas Store will be gathered on December 
13th/14th. The ICM Christmas Store provides gifts for its 
clients and other disadvantaged families to help spread the 
Christmas spirit throughout the CCISD community. ]

Selected families can “shop” for family members’ gifts, and are also given tape, ribbon and 
wrapping paper. Our own CLPC member developed this program, so we take special owner-
ship and joy in its success! AND the Christmas Store is being held RIGHT HERE at 
CLPC!!!! That makes volunteering really easy! (ICM: 281-332-3881 X226: Janey Nelson) 
See the volunteer schedule below. Warning: Your heart may overflow. 
 
 Members are asked to choose gifts as though they were selecting them for their own 
family, age and gender appropriate. Gifts should be unwrapped and new. Tape, ribbon and a 
roll of wrapping paper round out the excitement royally! If you are stumped, please remember 
the Food for Seniors Program that works very hard to keep seniors independent and in their 
own homes by delivering groceries. Award-winning Jake Mireles is very involved in this  
program and would love to have senior appropriate gifts!  Please bring your gifts to the  
worship service. 
 
Here are some suggestions: 

 
Clothing 
¨ Coats for children & youth (washable) 
¨ Sweaters & sweat suits in all sizes (2T – XXXL) 
¨ Extra large coats for men and women 
¨ Gloves for children & men 
¨ Flannel nightgowns 
¨ Blue jeans in all sizes, especially boys’ jeans 
¨ Dress shoes, tennis shoes, or slippers 
¨ Leather work gloves 
 
Toys  
¨ Barbie and soft baby dolls 
¨ Basketballs, soccer balls, & footballs 
¨ Cars & trucks with tracks 
¨ Trains 
¨ Radio-control cars 
¨ Legos & Duplos 
¨ Roller skates & roller blades 



 

 

Gift Items 
¨ Electric Razors 
¨ Toiletries 
¨ Cosmetic kits 
¨ Small kitchen appliances: coffee maker, crock pot, mixer, 

can opener, toaster oven, heater, iron, ironing board 
¨ Flashlights 
¨ Purses, backpacks 
¨ Frying pans, cookware, bake ware, mixing bowls 
¨ Small personal electronics: radios, clocks, calculator, tape players 
¨ Gifts for teens 
 
Money  
¨ Cash contributions are always welcome. The money is used to purchase items in high demand. 

PLEASE WRITE AMOUNTS ON ALL GIFT CARDS!!!! 
 
PLEASE DO NOT BRING:   
¨ Small stuffed animals 
¨ Puzzles, books, board games 
¨ Summer clothing 
¨ Christmas decorations or stocking stuffers 
¨ Crayons/markers 
¨ Play dough 
 
 If you are having trouble getting in the holiday spirit, a short session of volunteering at the 
Christmas Store will fill your heart as nothing else can. To see if there are any positions available, call 
ICM at (281) 332-3881!  
 
 

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE  
 

We need about 30-60 volunteers to help with the ICM Christmas Store.  The volunteers that 
are needed include: 

  
Sunday, December 14th  12:00noon until 4:00pm  to receive toys and set up store  
 
Monday, December 15th 12:00noon until 4:00pm  to receive toys and set up store  
  
Tuesday and Wednesday, Dec 16th and 17th     
Volunteers help clients pick out their gifts in two shifts (morning and afternoon). Training is provided. 
 
 1st shift     9:00am until 11:30am  
 2nd shift    1:00pm until 3:30pm   
  
Volunteers are also needed to direct traffic  to the gift/toy drop off door and to direct clients where 
to park on Tuesday and Wednesday.   
 
Please contact Janey Nelson 281-332-3881 ext. 226, to get on the official volunteer list. It helps to 
know how many people will be there to help. As always, if you have questions, please  contact Suzy  
Domingo at (281) 332-3881 ext. 229. 
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 The deacons have been very busy in all areas of their care of the congregation.  They have held three 
receptions following funerals at CLPC in the past month.  As always, individual one-on-one ministry to mem-
bers in crisis goes on.  Please call Dana Park, Care Coordinator,  or Hmingi Browne, our interim associate  
pastor,  if you need this type of help.  There has also been several response care (after-hours) calls in relation to 
Ike damage.  We have served several individuals with the Benevolence fund. 
  

 College students were sent mid-term encouragement e-mails, and military members received greetings 
on Veterans' Day. Please let the church office (281-488-6731) know if you know of any addresses or e-mail  
addresses that have changed, or any additions.  Please let Karla Lawson (kalawson@earthlink.net) or Jimmy  
Elmore (jimmy.elmore@comcast.net) know of any additional homebound members who would like a visit or to 
receive communion from deacons on the first Sunday. 
  

 Deacons will be providing a light supper for our hard working choir members in between the vari-
ous services on Christmas Eve. 
  

 The deacons look forward to welcoming about 40 or more new shepherding deacons to the board in the 
coming months to care for flocks in the congregation. 
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ALL YOUTH  
GALVESTON STREET MINISTRY - All youth are invited to participate in a day of service in Galveston on 
December 13. Meet at CLPC at 6:30 a.m. by the three crosses. We’ll serve a meal to the homeless and return to 
CLPC late morning. Parents are welcome to come too. 
 
MISSION TRIP REGISTRATION – All forms and a deposit may be turned in on Sunday, January 11 at 9:00 
a.m.  Please be sure all forms are complete. 
 
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL  
December 7                     Worship, Sunday School at 10:15 and IMPACT at 6:00 p.m. 
December 13                      Galveston Street Ministry 
December 14                      Worship, Sunday School and Christmas Party 
                                         Confirmands will go out to lunch and then work at the ICM store 
December 21 & 28            No Sunday School 
December 21 & 28           No IMPACT 
 
HIGH SCHOOL  
December 3                        Midweek from 6:45 to 8:45 p.m. 
                                                Pizza, Games, Worship 
December 5-7                    WINTER RETREAT 
                                                Urban Plunge to inner city Houston 
                                                Cost is $105 (scholarships are available) 
                                                Meet at CLPC at 4 pm on Dec 5. Return to CLPC at 1:00 p.m. on Dec 7 
                                                Register in U-th office by Nov 30 
December 10                      Midweek 
December 13                      Galveston Street Ministry 
December 14                      Kouncil to help with ICM store 
December 17                      Progressive Dinner. Meet at CLPC at 6:00 p.m. 
December 21 & 28           No Sunday School 
Dec 24 & 31                      No Midweek 
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Registration has begun for the 2009 Women’s Retreat.  The Rev. 
Wendy Bailey, Associate General Presbyter for New Covenant 
Presbytery will be our retreat leader as she leads us in looking at 
what it means to affirm that we are “In His Hands.” We are return-
ing to Heartland Country Inn, near Brenham, Texas, on the week-
end of February 27 – March 1.  The cost is $170, which includes 
two nights, five great meals. Scholarship assistance is available. 
Registration forms may be picked up in Philadelphia Hall.   
Questions: Contact retreat chair, Karen Swindler at 281-648-8643. 

Clear Lake Presbyterian Church will once again be providing the opportunity for 
you to “shop” for alternative gifts in the “Loaves and Fishes Alternative Gift  
Market”.  Order forms will be available for you to select from a number of gifts 
that you can give in honor of someone that will make a huge difference in some-
one’s life.  Many options of various prices will be available for global and local 
causes, such as: purchasing a soccer ball to foster teamwork and peace in Darfur, 
providing milk to children in Haiti, providing building supplies to help support 
the Bay Area Women’s build for Habitat for Humanity, plus many more!  These 

are great gifts for the person who has everything and are a great way to teach children about giving 
in the true spirit of Christmas.  Come see us in Philadelphia Hall after worship during the Advent 
season to do some shopping! 
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Have you thought about becoming part of Christ-
Care small group ministry at CLPC?  Right now, 
ChristCare Equippers are looking for caring, com-
mitted Christians to serve as ChristCare small 
group leaders.  Is God calling you to follow Jesus 
in this way? 

In Matthew 28:19-20 Jesus gives all Christians a 
mission to fulfill – to reach out and share the faith 
with others.  Jesus also shares his plan for Chris-
tian ministry in John 13:34 when he says that we 
are to love one another.  One way to respond to 
Jesus’ mission call is to serve as a ChristCare 
small group leader helping groups of 3-12 people 
care for one another, grow in faith, and reach out 
to one another.  If you sense God’s Spirit leading 
you to serve in this way, contact Steph Greenstein 
stephgreenstein@hotmail.com or call 281-316-
5961. 

First Annual 
Small Group Leader Luncheon 

 

CLPC’s Small Group Committee held their first annual Small 
Group Leader luncheon on Sunday, November 9th.  It was a great 
success!  Joining together, we enjoyed a meal, sang, prayed, studied 
the word, brought food for the food pantry, and shared stories with 
each other about our small group experiences. 

We learned a lot.  We gathered ideas from each other as we learned 
that our fellow leaders don’t always have the same information we 
have about interesting studies or mission ideas for small groups.  It 
was a great time of discovery. 

We had the opportunity to learn that CLPC currently has 21 active 
small groups encompassing 220 people.  And Pastor Steve and Pas-
tor Hmingi shared with us their vision for small groups at CLPC:  
that our small groups be intentional – having a clear idea of purpose 
in order to be fully available to what God has for us; to multiply 
groups so we can have more small groups for more people; and that 
our small groups be available for all who want to be a part of one. 

We heard many good suggestions for making our ministry better 
and more supportive and we look forward to implementing them. 



 

 

All of you should be of one mind, full of sympathy toward each other, loving one 
another with tender hearts and humble minds. Don’t repay evil for evil. Don’t  
retaliate when people say unkind things about you.  Instead pay them back with a 
blessing. That is what God wants you to do and he will bless you for it.  

~1 Peter 3:8-9 
 

 
Reach out to others. Bring Joy to the lonely. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 
  Joy in Christ, 

� �����������	 �
Senior Adult Program Coordinator 

 
  

MONDAY: Toners’ Exercise for men and women.  Come start your day MWF, 7:00 am in Celebration Hall. 
 

THE JOY OF WRITING CLASS  will be postponed until t he new year.  
 

TUESDAY: Adult G.A.M.E. Fellowship is at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Bring a snack to share, and a 
friend to enjoy the fellowship playing games like bridge, Scrabble and Rummy Kub.  
 

WEDNESDAY: Bible Study for Men is at 9:30am in room L208/L209 every week. Ladies Bible Study, also at 
9:30 a.m., meets in the Gathering Room.  
 

Look for the sign-up sheets for O.A.K.S. TRIPS AND EVENTS in Philadelphia Hall. 
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January 16-18, 2009 

 
The Rev. Dr. Carol Bechtal  

“They’re Playing Our Psalms:  
The Psalms as a Soundtrack  

for Faith and Life” 
 

Each year a weekend in January is set aside to engage in      
in-depth study of God’s Word, led by a well know Biblical 
scholar.  This year’s scholar is Dr. Carol Bechtal, Professor of 
Old Testament at Western Theological Seminary in Holland, 
Michigan.  Before joining Western’s faculty in 1994, Carol 
Bechtal taught at the Presbyterian School of Christian Educa-
tion in Richmond, Virginia, where one of her students was 
Hmingi Browne.  Carol has written several books and has 
published three Kerygma studies. The Nyquist Endowment 
Fund underwrites this series. 

 
Dr. Bechtal will teach on Friday evening, Saturday morning, 
and during the adult education hour on Sunday morning.  She 
will also be the preacher for the weekend. 
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We are  hoping to train a new class of Stephen 
Ministers in the first of the year.  If you are  
interested in becoming a Stephen Minister 
please call Betty Templeton (281-337-1483) or 
Marty Meador (281-326-0418). 
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You can get a copy for your family in  
Philadelphia Hall on the weekends or at 

the church office during the week. 
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In 2005 the Session gave permission to the Global 
Missions Committee to have a series of medallions/
ornaments made using the art work for the beautiful 
stained glass window in Fellowship Hall.  The sales 
from these ornaments support the ministries of the 
missionaries supported by Clear Lake Presbyterian. 
 
The first in 2005 depicts Jesus and the children; 
2006 has the children; 2007 represents the lamb; and 
2008 will have the armadillo panel.  All four will be 
on sale in Philadelphia Hall on December 6/7  and  
December 13/14.  Members of the Global Missions 
Committee will also have medallions/ornaments for 
sale.  2008 are $10.00 each; 2005, 2006 and 2007 
are $8.00 each.  To get the best deal, you can  
purchase all four for $30.00. 


