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A couple of weekends ago a passel of our high schoolers invited me to tag along for a showing of Iron Man.  (I can’t remember the 
last time I went to see a movie that started at 10:15 p.m. – let alone on a Saturday night!  But I was flattered by the invitation and 
Stephen Harpole was preaching the next morning.  So, why not?) 
 
Iron Man is the sci-fi action film starring Robert Downey Jr. as multi-billionaire industrialist, Tony Stark.  Stark is a genius inventor 
who is kidnapped by terrorists and forced to build a bomb.  However, while his captors think he is busy building their weapon, Stark 
secretly constructs a super-strong rocket suit of armor and escapes.  Stark not only escapes with his life, he emerges with a renewed 
perspective on life and the world.  He becomes Iron Man fighting global evil with his high-tech suit of armor. 
 
A high-tech suit of armor – what I wouldn’t give for that!  At least I think so. 
 
In 1 Samuel 17, King Saul offers David a high-tech suit of armor in anticipation of his battle against Goliath.  
Goliath was an imposing figure with impressive personal weaponry.  He began every morning belching threats  
toward the Israelites, daring any man to face him in a winner-take-all battle of mortal combat.  Surely David  
would need some assistance for this showdown, right? 
 
But David refuses.  After giving Saul’s armor a try he chooses instead to do battle with five river rocks and a  
shepherd’s sling.  His choice is a choice to trust God and nothing else.  
 
It’s human nature to trust high-tech suits of armor rather than God.  Theologians call it idolatry.  It is depending  
on anything or anyone except God for protection or comfort.  Our high-tech suits of armor come in many forms.  For some it’s the 
armor of academic degrees or company status.  For others it’s the armor of material possessions, personal beauty, popularity, or even 
self-righteousness.  
 
Thomas a Kempis writes in The Imitation of Christ that “unless a man disentangles himself from all things created, he will not be 
free to make for the things of God.”   
 
On second thought, Robert Downey Jr. (a.k.a “Iron Man”), you can have your high-tech suit of armor.  As for me, I’m following 
David’s lead and, with God’s help, making for the things of God. 
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“Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’      

Then I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’” (Isaiah 6:8) 

 
With the call of Associate Pastor Katie Cummings to another congregation, CLPC is now seeking the person God is calling to minis-
ter as new Associate Pastor.   
Interim Associate Pastor:  The search for an Interim Associate Pastor is already underway, with the Personnel Committee and Pas-
tor Steve Oglesbee scheduling interviews.  This interim will serve during the search for a permanent Associate Pastor.   
Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC):  The CLPC Nominating Committee has met and begun praying about calling 
an APNC.  The APNC will be approved by the congregation and charged with seeking the will of God and presenting an Associate 
Pastor nominee to the congregation for approval.  The CLPC Nominating Committee seeks input from the congregation for church 
members who might potentially serve on the APNC.  You may nominate members for the APNC in the following ways: 
¨ Submit nominees for the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC) to the CLPC Nominating Committee: Jud Sidman 
 (Elder), Mike Kincaid (Elder), Bob Cherewaty (Deacon), Jennifer Ellison, Sandy Fine, Rebecca Groten (youth), Marti 
 Harnly, Marilu McGregor and Sue Smith. 
¨ Place APNC nominee names in church office mailbox of Elder Jud Sidman. 
¨ Submit APNC nominee names via Newsnet link to Marti Harnly. 
¨ Write APNC nominee names on Prayer/Concern card and place in offering plate. 
 
Thank you for your prayers as we begin the exciting process of discerning the call of  
God for CLPC through the leadership of a new Associate Pastor.  

In Christ alone, 
 
 
 
Pastor Steve 
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�Pastor Steve's Installation dinner was possible due to the efforts of many people who contributed hours toward 
its success.  Special "thank yous" go to Mary McMullen and Mary Sockwell.  Both worked tirelessly to bring a 
"touch of Tuscany" to CLPC.  Mary McMullen was in charge of the menu and food, working closely with the 
folks of Angelo's to insure a lovely, delicious meal.  Mary Sockwell was responsible for the decorations.  Her 
special touch and eye for detail was evident not only on the tables, but throughout Celebration Hall.   Both de-
serve big "pats on the back".  Leon Sockwell and Bob Heselmeyer also deserve many, many thanks. 
 
Others whose efforts deserve recognition include: 
 
Dee Bland and her mother, Mrs. Roxie Gorin, for folding and assembling over 200 napkins; to Sue Smith, Dee 
Bland, Mary Sockwell and Mary McMullen, for their many hours helping to decorate and sticking around to help 
with clean up; Joyce and Leroy Schlechte and their Coffee Crew who were an enormous help with the bever-
ages; Darlene and Bill Staples for washing a ton of dishes and cleaning the kitchen - they were real troopers;  
the office staff who helped get out the printed word and Jared, who arranged the tables and chairs;  
Bennie Sidman who ensured the children were well provided for and the Frontliners who took reservations;  
AND, the Clean-up Crew:  Dan Bland, Bill Parker, Wynn McMullen, Suzanne and  Brady McCollum, Jackie 
Geyer and her family, Betty Templeton, Nellie Carr, Doug Blanchard, Joe and Ann Sung, Connie and Larry Ny-
quist and all the many others who stayed to put up tables and chairs and helped with clearing Celebration 
Hall.  You were incredibly awesome!!! 
 
Events don't "just happen". It takes many people willing to donate hours of their time and efforts.  Thanks to all 
of these folks - please let them know they are greatly appreciated! 
 
—Melba Heselmeyer 
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From June 8 – 16, 2008, the Combined Youth Choir from four Houston area churches will head north for a choir 
tour.  They go, with the intention of sharing their Christian faith through music under the theme of “One Spirit – 
One Church.” 

 
Over fifty youth from Clear Lake Presbyterian Church (Reg. Brown – Music Director), 
Clear Lake United Methodist Church (Jeff Weiss – Music Director), St. Bernadette 
Catholic Church (Barbara Bungo – Music Director) and St. Christopher Episcopal 
Church in League City (Christopher Lo – Music Director) will depart for an eight-day 
long tour that will include performances in the Catholic Cathedrals of Dallas, Texas 
and Colorado Springs, Colorado; Littleton United Methodist Church and Christ Epis-
copal Church in Denver, Colorado. The choir will also sing at the Frasier Meadows 

Health Care Center in Boulder, the YMCA of the Rockies in Estes Park, and the United States Air Force Acad-
emy Chapel in Colorado Springs.  The Combined Youth Choir will also share concerts with the youth choirs of 
host churches and also the “Young Voices of Colorado.” 
 
Before the group embarks on their tour, the choir will lead worship services at their home churches. On Satur-
day, June 7, they will sing for the 5:00 p.m. Mass at St. Bernadette Catholic Church, 15500 El Camino Real 
Boulevard, Houston TX 77062.  After singing at St. Christopher Episcopal Church, 2508 St. Christopher Ave-
nue, League City TX 77573, for the 9:30 a.m. Sung Eucharist service on Sunday, May 8, they will proceed to 
sing at Clear Lake United Methodist Church, 16335 El Camino Real Boulevard, Houston TX 77062 for the 
11:00 a.m. service.  The choir will present a Homecoming Concert at Clear Lake Presbyterian Church, 1511 El 
Dorado Boulevard, Houston TX 77062, on June 16, at 7:30 p.m.  
 
Last Fall Semester, the youth from these four churches first encountered each other in joint choral rehearsals.  
Their efforts culminated in the presentation of a Pop Show last October.  During this past Spring Semester, they 
were again united by their participation in a Choristers’ Guild Choral Festival in February. 



 

 

WARNING!   The COA is growing and you won’t believe the plans we have!!! As a coalition of churches 
(CLPC, CLUMethodistC, CLBaptistC, and CLChurch of Christ), we have agreed in ministry to address the spiri-
tual, physical and educational needs we find – now pretty much at the Bay Place Apartments and nearby com-
plexes. So how complicated can that be? 
 
Well, we thought we would provide a little tutoring to the elementary kids onsite which has grown into a pro-
gram that tutors at CLUMC, and our “graduates” (and others) at CL Intermediate, as well. CLPC handles 
Wednesdays. That led to an onsite summer camp program (CLPC has Wonderful Wednesday, 10-noon, June 25-
July 23rd), complete with a back-to-school celebration with new backpacks and school supplies. This year we 
hope to add a “school uniform exchange” with gently used uniforms (so save the ones your kids are outgrow-
ing!) and NEW underwear! A group is forming at CLPC to label and prepare the clothes for distribution, so 
watch for the “ask” to go out, and consider volunteering! 
 
But wait! There’s more! 
 
COA also offers free basic computer classes for adults at CLUMC, and some students have actually graduated to 
a new job! This once a week program needs an English/Spanish translator-could this be you? 
 
COA will also be taking on the Cross In The City High School-Clear Lake component. As James Leslie, Exec. 
Dir., has indicated, we will be beefing up the program to include more students and filling out the curriculum. 
Again, volunteers will be needed to prepare and copy curriculum, teach, encourage and more! Please come and 
support and encourage James as he discusses this program AND the new CITC Harris County Juvenile Probation 
Program, also with the full support of COA! COA will be taking on zip codes 77062, 77058, and 77059. Does 
the word volunteer ring a bell? 
 
And there’s MORE! This year COA hopes to begin a Mommy and Me program onsite for toddlers and preschool 
children. The Methodist Church has an existing program that they will use as a model and modify for use at the 
apartments. It is desperately needed and I am SO excited! Again, if you have toddler toys, books and CDs, par-
ticularly educational stuff, please hang on to it! Watch for our “ask” which should be coming soon! If this is of 
interest, the organizational meetings are being held now! 
 
Without too much imagination, you can see how easily a small group could take on a one-time or continuing 
project in many of these programs! 
 
Plans for “Sanctuary” for  middle school/high school youth are in the very early stages with Donna Stone, gifted 
(fearless!) high school teacher and coach, taking the lead. This would give kids “with nothing to do” a safe and 
fun place to go. 
 
Little did we know when we sat down at the Baptist Church a couple of years ago to “give them a little help,” 
what God and synergy can do! Hang on to your hats! 
 
Contacts: 
Jana Layman, COA Director of Tutoring: 281-480-1895 or janalayman@sbcglobal.net 
CLPC Wednesday tutoring: Phyllis Rundhaug: 281-286-0086 or Phyllis.rundhaug@gmail.com 
CLPC Wonderful Wednesdays Summer Program: Pam Merrill: 281-332-4801 or Pammerrill@aol.com 

CITC High School: James Leslie, CITC: 713-477-9600, jamesleslie320@comcast.net. 
CITC Harris Co. Probation Program: James Leslie, CITC: 713-477-9600 
Sanctuary: Donna Stone: coachie14@hotmail.com 

Mommy and Me Program, Mary Draper: msdraper@comcast.net. 
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Summer Interns 
Welcome Daniel Wheeler and Jessica Koller. These young adults will be serving as youth interns this 
summer. Daniel is a junior at Concordia University in Austin. Jessica recently graduated from UNC 
and will be starting medical school in late summer. 
 
Auction Report 
Thank you, church family. Together we raised over $16,000 for youth missions. 
 
Connie Key Scholarships 
Awarded to Matthew Sparks and Michael Casavecchia. Congratulations, guys! 
 
Please save the following items for summer mission trips:  
Yellow pencils  Individual bubbles  Toothbrushes 
Hotel toiletries  Rulers    Beads 
Lanyard  Spools of ribbon  Colored markers 
Little Debbie snacks Individual canned fruit  Peanut butter crackers 
 
Boxes will be in Philadelphia Hall to collect these items beginning June 1 
 
Intermediate School 
May 25  Final mission trip payment of $150 is due 
May 30  Hangin’ Out. Meet at Cinemark to watch Prince Caspian 
June 1  Mission trip meeting at 11:15 
June 10  T-N-T (Tuesday Night Thing). Meet at CLPC at 6 pm. Bring a Bible.   
  Wear old clothes 
June 17  T-N-T. Meet at CLPC at 6 pm. Bring a Bible, a swimsuit and a towel 
June 29  Register for summer safari ($95) 
  Hey Parents, we need drivers everyday July 21-25. 
July 1  T-N-T. Meet at CLPC at 6 pm. Bring a Bible and $10 
 
 
High School 
May 25  Final mission trip payment of $100 is due 
June 1   Senior Brunch at 10 am 
June 8  Bel Canto Summer Tour 
June 11  D-Groups at 7 pm at KAP’s house 
June 15  Commissioning of youth missionaries at 9 am 
  Mission Trip Training at 11:15 
June 16  Bel Canto concert at CLPC 
June 18  D-Groups at 7 pm 
June 21  Mission trip to Talamanca, Costa Rica 
June 27  Return from mission trip 
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 As the five ports at Barbours Cut, Beaumont, Galveston, Houston, Port Arthur, and soon Bayport keep 
increasing in size and the number of ships and tonnage, the needs of their seafarer’s also increases. The Interna-
tional Seafarer’s ministry is a cooperative, inter-denominational Christian ministry. The ministry serves and aids 
more than 200,000 men and women annually – not in some foreign land, but right here in the Presbytery of New 
Covenant.  
 Our chaplains minister to these men and women aboard ships in port and at our Seafarers’ Centers. 
They are a welcoming and guiding hand that provides comfort and friendship in the lives of so many men and 
women. During the Christmas season, the International Seafarers’ Ministry spreads the grace of hospitality and 
caring in the guise of colorfully wrapped cardboard boxes. These boxes are part of the Seafarer’s Christmas Box 
project. Each box is filled with practical gifts – socks, soap, shoelaces, razors, toothpaste, and the like; as well as 
the whimsical – miniature puzzles, games, greeting cards. 
 In 2003, congregations donated more than 10,600 boxes – worth an estimated quarter of a million  
dollars; all with an administrative cost of only $250. The Rev. Ben Stewart, one of New Covenant’s Seafarers’ 
Chaplains, encourages all of our congregations to participate! The project continues as long as there are boxes to 

deliver. 
 
"We’ll deliver as many boxes as you 
can send," says Rev. Stewart. 
 
Starting in September we will be ask-
ing for shoe boxes already filled or 
items that can be packed in shoe 
boxes for the Seaman and omen.  For 
a list of suggested items to be  
included in the boxes please contact, 
Valerie Horn vhorn99953@aol.com . 

Chaplains David Wells and Ben Stewart 
load up Christmas gift boxes for delivery 
to ships in port. 

� ay � rea � urning � oint  DELIVERY  
 

Just wanted to let folks know we ended up with TWO vans packed solid with food, paper goods and 
diapers for the shelter (yes, we squeezed the Charmin....). At the wonderful small group pot luck were 
three tables mounded and overflowing with supplies, and there at the 
end, were my two "large" (sigh) boxes, stuffed and looking pretty puny. 
 
Once again the generosity of this church just overflows! I wish you had 

been there with Joyce and Glenn Morris 
and Bill Merrill to see the excited faces 
as more and more stuff was unloaded! 
Once again I say, I get all the good jobs!!! Thanks!!!! 
       —Pam Merrill 



 

 

To one person the Spirit gives the ability to give wise advise; to another he gives the gift 
of special knowledge. The Spirit gives special faith to another, and to someone else He 
gives the power to heal the sick. He gives one person the power to perform miracles, and 
to another the ability to prophesy. He gives someone else the ability to know whether it is 
really the Spirit of God or another spirit that is speaking, Still another is given the ability 
to interpret what is being said.  It is the one and only Holy Spirit who distributes these 
gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have. 
 

—1 Corinthians 12:8-11 
 
Let the Spirit of God work through you to bring Gods love to the sick and lonely. 

  Joy in Christ, 

� �����������	 �
Senior Adult Program Coordinator 

 
  

MONDAY: Toner’s Exercise for men and women.  Come start your day MWF, 7:00 am in Celebration Hall. 
 

    THE JOY OF WRITING CLASS is taking a break. Look for a new class in the fall on Monday September 15 at 10:30am 
 
TUESDAY: Adult G.A.M.E. Fellowship is at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Bring a snack to share, and enjoy 
the fellowship playing games like bridge, Scrabble and Rummy Kub. 
 
WEDNESDAY: Bible Study for Men is at 9:30am in room L208/L209 every week. Ladies Bible Study, also at 
9:30 a.m., meets in the Gathering Room.  
 

Look for the sign-up sheets for O.A.K.S. TRIPS AND EVENTS in Philadelphia Hall. 
 

 Thursday, June 5  Pompeii, leave at 9:00 a.m. Cost is $14.00/person 
 Thursday, July 3  Houston IMAX, leave at  9:00 a.m. Cost is $5.00/person 
 Thursday, July 10 Art Park Players: “South Pacific”, leave at 5:30 p.m. 
 Saturday, July 19  Ice Cream and a Movie: “The Bucket List”,  12 noon in Fellowship Hall. 

� ����������	�
�����

�
��������������������������
� 	��
�������	��������������
��������
������	���������
���

��������	��
�����������
����� 
�����������������
��
��
� ��
��
� ����!
���
�������	�
��������"��
��
	������ �������#�

������$�	�
�
�
��"����
�
�
#�"�������#������������"����
���������
��
� %	��
�"�#���������
��
�
�����	�����"��
���
������� ���
���#�"������
������
����
�
�����"��
�
������
�"	�
"	���������
� &�
�������������	��	��#����������
�����������	���� �'
	���
������������	�
��
�������
���������������"���������������

�������
�	��#����� ���(!��
�
������	����������
���

��������������	�
��

�����	
��
�


��
���
���
����
����
	�
���������

�� 
	������
����	�
�������
����	�
���

�����������
	�����

�����	
�	
���
��������
��
����
 ���
��
���������
�
�����
��


���
���

����
����
����
����	
��
���
�����
���
	�
����
���
� ����������
���
�������



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  !��
�����


��������	���
������
��
��
��
�����	��
������������� 	����	�
��������
�	���������
����
�
�
����	�����������	
��	�
����	��������� !��"
������ ������#
��
��
��	��������$�������"	��	���
%��������
�	�������
������������
���������������	�� ���&'()!��*��������
�����
������	��#����
��
"	$��	�������
�����
�������������
�+	�
�����
������ ����+	���������#���	$������#���
�����

��
!��,
��
�
����
������' �� ����������+$�����	��

�����	�����������	����$
��	�� 
�
����
���
�
�����������
�������
��	$����#
�!���

-���
�
�����	��
�,�

�
��



 

 

�����������	��
��
�������������
�����������	
�����

�
�����������������������
���� ��!�"�!!������
# $��%� &����'&""(((
)�')
��*�
��+	%�&�,�-�.)�')
��* 

 
Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 
PAID 

Webster, TX 
Permit No. 66 

  

����������	�
���
��������������������	�
���
��������������������	�
���
��������������������	�
���
����������� ���
�
�����	��
������
�������	��	����
�����	��
������
�������	��	����
�����	��
������
�������	��	����
�����	��
������
�������	��	����

  
During the summer months the Special Topics Class will offer 
a series of lessons on scripture passages that have had an im-
pact on the faith formation of the leaders.  Pastors Steve and 
Tim will teach as well as outside guests, including Jim Currie, 
Dean of the Austin Seminary Extension Program in Houston, 
Dick Drury, chaplain at Star of Hope Mission, and Mary Mar-
cotte, Associate General Presbyter. In addition several of our 
CLPC members will be leading sessions.  This is a series you 
will not want to miss.  The class meets in L208/209 in the 
Church Life Center. 
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Family Foundations will be viewing and discussing video 
clips from the Nooma series by Rob Bell.  Concise and to the 
point, these 10-14 minute DVDs tackle topics like forgive-
ness, discipleship and unconditional love making biblical 
truths vivid and relevant for today's generation. 
  
Both the Singles Class and Bible Study for All  will be focus-
ing on Images of Christ in Hebrews, the Gospels and Us. 
  
The Men's Class will be continuing their study of No More 
Christian Nice Guy. 
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ICM is REALLY needing people to sort 
clothes at the Resale Shop in the Black-
Eyed Pea shopping center. On-the-job 
training will be provided! The Director 
has even suggested that if a group would 
come in on Sunday afternoon, she would 
provide pizza! Sounds like a great small 
group activity to me! David Severin is 
our CLPC representative and can provide 

you with more 
information and 
other current 
needs (sans 
pizza)! �� � �
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